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the most complicated of the three instructions. Thus, although CALCRIM No. 540C is broad 
enough to cover most felony-murder scenarios, the committee recommends using CALCRIM 
Nos. 540A or 540B whenever appropriate to avoid providing the jury with unnecessarily 
complicated instructions. 
 
In People v. Wilkins (2013) 56 Cal.4th 333, 344, the Supreme Court clarified the temporal 
component necessary for liability for a death under the felony-murder rule and noted the limited 
usefulness of former CALCRIM No. 549, Felony Murder, One Continuous Transaction—
Defined. To avoid any potential confusion, the committee has deleted that instruction and 
replaced it with appropriate bench note references. If the defendant committed the homicidal act 
and fled, that killing did not occur in the commission of the felony if the fleeing felon has reached 
a place of temporary safety. (People v. Wilkins, supra, at p. 345.) 
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